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The Gracchi Brothers
First and foremost, a patriot refers to an individual who heartily supports their country and its interests with devotion, and they are prepared to protect or defend it against detractors. Also, it refers to a person who regards themselves as a defender, especially of individual rights, against the interference by government.
While an opportunist refers to a person, who takes advantage of any situation to gain power or money, without considering whether their actions are wrong or right. It is imperative to know that opportunist actions are not planned; instead, they are carried out to utilize the advantage of a situation that might have occurred. An opportunist adapts their responses, actions, etc., to make use of advantages from the circumstance, and opportunities.
The Gracchi brothers are patriots, for instance, Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus and Gaius Gracchus have shown acts of patriotism. Even though they faced tragic ends but their deeds and actions show how they had the interest of their country at heart. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Tiberius Gracchus rose to the occasion when the Italian people were subjected to so much cruelty. That is, some were used as slaves, and other did not have land. Things were so serious because the few rich had vast tracts of lands more than five hundred iugera while the poor had nothing. Acting in the best interest of the poor, Gracchus subsequently, supported the law that required no individual should possess more than five hundred iugera of the public land. 
Furthermore, he added to the law, that each son of the present occupants was to hold half an allotment and that the surplus land was to be divided among the poor by triumvirs. The lands were to be changed yearly. Gracchus suggestion greatly annoyed the wealthy, because, the use of triumvirs meant that they could not bypass the law as they used to. More so, Gracchus prohibition of allotted lands also compounded their miseries. Thus, Gracchus intentions when framing the law was not wealth increase but rather a serviceable population (Strachan-Davidson, J. L. "Appian: Civil Wars Book I” pg. 2).
Another instance of a patriotic act was at the time of voting. Even though the wealthy had vast tracts of public lands, he refrained from supporting snatching from them. He highlighted the cruelty in that; instead, Gracchus cautioned the rich on the peril of holding more land while others had none. He advised them to consider giving the surplus land to the poor as a gift for the better of Italy.




A decade after the death of his brother, Gaius Gracchus was elected he exhibited acts of patriotism. He followed the traditions of his brother Tiberius as he also used popular land bills. Furthermore, implemented Gracchus law.Gaius even suggested that Italians be granted more land rights and that the colonies founded overseas should be given to the Romans. The Senate feared the consequences that proposal as it would provide Gaius, a vast number of happy voters. Also, Gaius used the equites to destroy the Senate supremacy. Consequently, the Senate lost the judging privileges over the Italians and Romans (Strachan-Davidson, J. L. "Appian: Civil Wars Book I." pg. 5).
In conclusion, the Gracchus cannot be considered an opportunist. It is because Tiberius and Gaius never took advantage of the situations or circumstances to benefit themselves. For example, Tiberius despite his pedigree took the career path of a nobleman and ran for the office of tribune. Tiberius came with legislation at the Popular Assembly that was aimed to alleviate the shortage of the dispossessed. Thus, the Gracchi brothers were social revolutionaries who attempted to restore balance in the Roman society (Chapter Six: The Roman Republic pg., 13).

.





Work cited
Strachan-Davidson, J. L. "Appian: Civil Wars Book I." (1902).
Chapter Six: The Roman Republic



